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ESI DESIGN TRANSFORMS TROPHY OFFICE BUILDINGAND CIVIL RIGHTS 
LANDMARK TERRELL PLACE WITH 1,700-SQUARE FEET OF MOTION 

ACTIVATED MEDIA DISPLAYS 
 

Created by ESI Design for building owner Beacon Capital Partners,  
the reactive media installation is one of the largest of its kind in the nation 

 
WASHINGTON, DC – Terrell Place, a trophy office building and civil rights landmark in 
downtown Washington, DC, has received a stunning makeover from the Manhattan-based 
experiential design firm  ESI Design. ESI transformed the building's common areas with 1,700-
square-feet of motion-activated media that provides a cutting edge experience while honoring the 
site’s past. 

 
Terrell Place was created when the former Hecht's department s tore site was combined with two 
neighboring buildings. It was named after civil rights activist Mary Church Terrell, a founding 
member of the NAACP, who, at the age of 86 led the protest against segregation at Hecht's lunch 
counter in the 1950s.  

 
ESI’s designers unified the expansive first floor lobby space by treating it as a single media canvas. 
By installing large-scale, reactive media on lobby walls and corridor portals, they created a sense of 
connection across the building's common areas. At 80 feet wide x 13 feet high, the largest media 
wall is capturing the attention and curiosity of passersby, who can see it through the oversize 
windows that were once the display windows of Hecht’s department store. 

 
The renovation recreates Terrell Place as a vibrant, modern space while respecting its elegant 
architecture and historic significance. Technology and media are seamlessly integrated into 
architectural surfaces, creating an ever-evolving artwork that captures the pulse of the building. 

 
Highlights of the media include: 
 
• Diffused LED wall displays in the main lobbies and corridor are activated by passersby via an 

infrared camera system, creating beautiful scenes that ebb and flow with the morning rush and the 
afternoon lull. 

 
• The displays include three content modes – ‘Seasons,’ ‘Color Play,’ and ‘Cityscape’ –  offering a 

selection of scenes that can be programmed with varying durations and sequences, ensuring that 
tenants never see the same scene even if they arrive and leave at the same time every day. 

 
•  The ‘Season’ mode shows the lifecycle of the iconic Washington, DC cherry trees. In the ‘Spring’ 

phase, as people pass by the screens, their movement causes the trees to blossom until eventually 
their petals fall off; when people pause in the lobby, they trigger butterflies to flutter. 

 
• ‘Color Play’ shows algorithmically-generated patterns of multi-color threads which spread across 

the walls, weaving a tapestry that reflects the activity of Terrell Place. 
 
• ‘City Scape’ pays homage to the city of Washington, DC with iconic architecture, statuary and 

transportation scenes that are brought to life by people passing by. 
 
• In the main corridor, the immersive environment is enhanced by ambient sounds emerging from 

invisible speakers in the walls and ceiling, including tones from nature, the surrounding city, and 
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music that Terrell cited as having been impactful in her life, including Elijah by Felix Mendelssohn 
and Deep River - 24 Negro Melodies by Samuel Coleridge Taylor. 

 
“The different media create distinct rhythms to give Terrell Place a unique identity and strong street 
presence,” says Michael Schneider, Senior Creative Technology Designer at ESI Design. “Each of 
the media scenes reflects the time of day and the movement of people through the lobby, acting 
almost as a large abstract data-visualization of the ebb and flow of Terrell Place.” 

 
Showcasing Terrell Place's status as a dedicated stop on the city's ‘Civil War to Civil Rights’ 
heritage trail, ESI also redesigned the Mary Church Terrell Memorial, paying tribute to the building's 
namesake with a prominent marker that includes historic context and photos of the famous boycott 
that took place at Hecht’s. Inside the main lobby, a graphic installation and a digital, interactive 
tablet allow visitors to learn more about Terrell’s impact on the Civil Rights Movement. 

 
The Terrell Place project is the largest, most innovative in a series of designs that ESI has created 
across the country for real estate investment firm Beacon Capital Partners, the owner of Terrell 
Place. ESI’s designs have contributed to Beacon’s reinvigoration of properties in cities including 
Boston, Chicago, Denver, Los Angeles, New York City, San Francisco, Seattle and Washington, 
DC. 

 
“We are focused on advancing the finest attributes of a premier office property,” said Jeffrey Kovach, 
Beacon Capital Partners Managing Director. “The transformation of the lobby experience, as well as 
the market-leading tenant amenities at Terrell Place enhances this legendary building’s distinct sense 
of place and creatively engages our tenants and visitors.” 

 
 
 
 
About ESI Design 
ESI Design has been a pioneer in experience design and audience engagement since its founding 
by Edwin Schlossberg in 1977. The firm specializes in imagining and creating immersive and 
interactive environments that help brands, corporations and cultural institutions engage with 
audiences and customers in innovative, more meaningful ways. A New York-based, 
multidisciplinary firm, ESI Design has created memorable experiences, exhibits and environments 
for such clients as PNC Financial Services Group, Best Buy, Barclays, Staples, AT&T, Comcast, 
The Edward M. Kennedy Institute, eBay, The Ellis Island/Statue of Liberty Foundation and National 
Park Service, and Beacon Capital Partners. (www.esidesign.com). 
 
About Beacon Capital Partners 
Beacon Capital Partners is a tenant-focused private real estate investment firm with a nearly 70- 
year legacy of successful real estate development, ownership and management. Beacon unlocks 
value by strategically investing in high-quality office properties in core urban markets with highly- 
educated workforces. Our hands-on approach transforms these properties for today’s tenants, with 
innovative design, state-of-the-art connectivity, modern amenities, and award-winning sustainability 
and risk management initiatives. From Fortune 100 firms to the leading innovative and growth 
companies, our tenants are proud to call our distinctive workplaces home. 

 
Beacon has raised eight investment vehicles totaling over $12 billion since 1998 in equity from a 
diverse investor group including leading endowments, foundations, public, private and foreign 
pension funds, financial institutions, and sovereign wealth funds. This equity capital has fueled 150 
office investments, including joint venture partnerships, with a projected total value of 
approximately $30 billion. For more information, visit  www.beaconcapital.com. 
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